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of the population ever read anything' worth while; Id
him listen to the complaints of the Workers' Kdwaticwal
Association that the number of those working men who
wish to attend their classes is diminishing We have got
a political democracy, but not yet an educated one. That
is our problem. It cannot be solved without adult
education.

The public as a whole does not yet realise this. 11 regards
education as something for childhood and adolescence and
perhaps for a few years more, and fancies that all will be
well if we extend and improve our school .system. That no
doubt is desirable, but the example of America where the
school leaving-agc is 16 and often iB, and when* some two
and a half millions attend College, shows that such remedies
do not cure the disease; for, to put it mildly, the American
nation is not better educated than our own*
, But the tide is slowly changing* Perhaps the most
striking educational development in Britain since the war
is the foundation of more than twenty Residential Colleges
for Adult Education3 most of them sponsored by Local
Education Authorities, some by universities, some by
bodies like the Y.M.QA. and the Women's Institutes,
one or two by private enterprise* In view of the diiticuUirH
of finance and building, this is remarkable. And outside
the .residential field, there is the much larger volume of
work carried on by voluntary bodies, and by Uxwl Ktluea*
tion Authorities under the provisions for * Further Edu-
cation* in the Butler Act. Though there is far lo go and
progress is slow, we are moving on the road which leads
to an educated democracy.
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